V
THE FIRST AEROPLANE
THE S-i was a small, light, pusher biplane powered
with a 15 h.p. Anzani motor. The aerodynamics
and the balance of this plane were chiefly based on
guesswork. The structural strength was based on some
primitive analysis which was ascertained by proof tests
of main parts of the complete aeroplane. After a check
of the engine was made on the ground, the plane was
ready for my first attempt to fly.
With a great thrill, combined with the realization
of the importance of the moment, I climbed into the
pilot's seat and turning round towards one of my
assistants, I said, " Off," and the mechanic started to
turn over the engine in order to prime it. A moment
later, he shouted, " Ready! " I replied by the wonder-
ful, magic word,
"Contact! "
He turned the propeller, and after a few more
" contacts" the engine started. As was usual at that
time, a few of the men held the plane by the tail and
wings, while I gradually opened the throttle about
half-way. The slight trembling of the machine gave
me the impression that it was ready to rush ahead,
while the noise of the motor sounded like heavenly
music. I looked round, checked the controls once
more by moving the stick and pedals, and raising my
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